
We proudly recognize and thank the 
Ely Mountain volunteer fundraising 
team: Skip Sturman, Li Shen, Connie 
Snyder, Libby Chapin, Ann Lavanway, the 
Martel-Deffner and MacVeagh-Milligan families, and the Kaliski 
family.  A special thank you to Watson’s Automotive, the Thetford 
Conservation Commission, and the Aloha Foundation for their 
remarkable generosity in the campaign. 

UPPER VALLEY LAND TRUST

News & Notes
Good deeds

19 Buck Road
Hanover, NH 03755

Winter 2015

Conserved
July - December 2014
Sybil Williamson
Plainfield, 101 acres

Jock & Deecie Denison
Thetford, 208 acres

Second Growth Holdings
Corinth, 79 acres

Steve Wood
Plainfield, 23 acres enhanced 
wetland buffer protection added to 
existing conservation easement

Gordon & Patricia 
Richardson
Hartland, 194 acres

A Farm for Years to Come
Richardson Farm, Hartland, VT

The FSC certification logo indicates 
that this product meets the social and 
environmental standards of the Forest 
Stewardship Council.  Learn more about 
Forest Stewardship Council certification at 
www.fscus.org/paper 

Thank You!

Continued  

The Richardson Farm is iconic; its neat meadows rolling beautifully across the hills, 
Jersey cows and tidy fences, traditional farm buildings tucked along a treelined dirt road. 
The farm, a designated Vermont Century Farm, has been in the Richardson family since 
1905, when James Richardson purchased the property. Though the Richardson roots go 
deep, these farmers are also looking ahead, planning for a future where their farm will 
continue to thrive under their family’s stewardship. 

Gordon Richardson and his sons, Scott and Reid, are now the primary managers of the 
Richardson Family Farm, a 130-head hillside dairy farm selling milk to Cabot Creamery 
Cooperative. Gordon’s sister Anita is retired from the day-to-day operations but helps out 
when needed. Scott’s wife Amy does the evening milking. Patricia handles the books and 
farm correspondence. Grandsons Ezra, Emory, and Elliott Richardson and Mason Thompson 
also pitch in on farm chores.

The Farm was recognized in 2009 by the University of Vermont and the Vermont Dairy 
Industry Association as the Vermont Dairy Farm of the Year, because of the Richardsons’ 
exemplary dairy farm management. Their milk quality scores put them in the top one 
percent of the dairy operations in Vermont. 

In addition to dairying, the Richardsons manage an extensive maple sugaring operation, 
producing more than 3000 gallons of syrup annually. A split rail fencing business was 
started by Gordon and his late brother James in 1963 as a way to add to the farm’s income. 
Today Reid is largely responsible for that business, using lumber harvested locally, and Reid 
and his wife Audrey contribute to the maple business.  

With three generations involved and relying on the farm, Gordon and Patricia Richardson 
recently purchased the half share of the property that had been owned by Gordon’s brother 
and his wife, James and Ann Richardson, in order to facilitate the eventual transfer of the 
property to the next generation. 

Gordon Richardson with his youngest 
grandchild, Matilda Richardson. Photo 
courtesy of Cabot Creamery Cooperative; 
virtual tour and farm story at www.
cabotcheese.coop.

It had long been a goal of the 
Richardsons to conserve the family farm 
for the family’s future generations. In 
December, Gordon and Patricia sold a 
conservation easement protecting 194 
acres of farm and forest and the farmstead 
complex. 

Grants from the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board (VHCB) and matching 
funds from the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service provided funding 
for the purchase. The Richardsons sold 
the conservation easement for less than 
its appraised value in what is known as a 
“bargain sale.” 

Following the easement signing, VHCB 
Conservation Director Karen Freeman 
said, “Both the family and resource are 
tremendous assets to the community, 
state and industry.”  We hope they continue 
farming for generations to come!

RichaRdson FaRm Continued from page 1 Vital Statistics
• 194 acres conserved

• 65 acres of prime or statewide 
significant agricultural soils

• 4500 feet of frontage on 
Babcock Brook

• 5 acres of wetland

• 54 acres of tilled land, 60 acres 
of pasture

• Award winning “Century Farm” 
(2008) and Vermont Dairy 
Farm of the Year (2009)

• Conservation easement 
granted in a  charitable 
bargain sale by Gordon and 
Patricia Richardson

• Support for easement 
purchase provided by Vermont 
Housing and Conservation 
Board and USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service.

v For their tremendous service and community 
outreach for Chase Field, UVLT thanks fund drive 
organizers John Moore, William Emmons, Orson St. John 
and the anonymous matching donors.  Along with 60 
other very generous donors, this Pomfret group rallied to 
conserve a field near and dear to many full and part-time 
residents and the Thistle Hill farmers.

v Many thanks to our loyal donors, who have 
contributed $314,000 for annual operations over the last 
half of 2014. We are 68% to our June 30th goal of $465,000 
needed to meet our operating goals and budget.  Your 
support makes the achievements and stories on these 
pages possible with a promise of more to come.

v We thank the following FY15 business partners:

A.H.T. Inc. Plumbing and Heating
Blackmount Equipment, Inc.
DesMeules, Olmstead & Ostler
Haynes and Garthwaite Architects
Housing Solutions Real Estate LLC
Lyme Timber Company
Martha E. Diebold Real Estate
Stave Puzzles
Watson’s Automotive

“The Richardson Farm is a 
wonderful place, treasured by 
the community and beautifully 
managed.” 

Jennifer Waite, Chair, Hartland 
Conservation Commission

Coming Soon:  Farmland Conservation 
in Pomfret and Cornish

Peg Merrens, UVLT Vice President Land Conservation (left) 
and Raymond Sprague (right) accept a grant awarded by NH’s 
Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP). 
Presenting the award are LCHIP Board chair Doug Cole (center 
left) and LCHIP Director Digit Taylor (center right). The grant 
will support UVLT’s purchase of a conservation easement on 
Sprague’s farmland in Cornish. Photo courtesy of LCHIP. 

Led by members of the Pomfret Planning Board, area residents have 
rallied to raise the $30,000 needed to support the conservation of a 
key agricultural property on the North Pomfret Road. Cheesemaker 
John Putnam, owner of nearby Thistle Hill Farm, will purchase the 
22-acre Chase Field (pictured above) after it is conserved. The Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board and USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service have also provided funding for the conservation 
project. Once these partners complete their documentation processes, 
the transaction will be completed early in 2015. 

UVLT has received grants from the 1772 Foundation, the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, and New Hampshire’s Land 
and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP)  to conserve 
60 acres in Cornish supporting Edgewater Farm, a thriving fruit and 
vegetable farm. We expect to complete the conservation easement in 
Spring 2015.

The annual bake sale organized by the 
Martel-Deffner and MacVeagh-Milligan 
families raised $665.63 for the Ely Mountain 
Conservation Area.
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 Upcoming
7th Annual Snowshoe Hike to Bear Pond

Saturday, February 14th 
Join UVLT and the Mascoma Watershed 

Conservation Council on a winter visit to Bear 
Pond and a 70 acre quaking bog; a forested wetland 

and a 350 foot long beaver dam! 

Vermont Legislative Day
VT Housing and Conservation Coalition

Thursday, February 12

Join conservationists and affordable housing 
advocates to meet with legislators and discuss the 

importance of Vermont Housing and Conservation 
Board funding. Contact UVLT for carpool details. 

 Zebedee Wetland Winter Wander
Saturday, March 7th, 1:00 p.m.

See parts of this wonderful natural area that are 
hard to access the rest of the year. Along the way 
we’ll learn about how wetland species adapt to 

winter living. This is a family friendly event, so grab 
the kids and some warm clothes and come explore! 

Flavors of the Valley
Valley Food & Farm, a program of Vital Communities

Sunday, April 12
Hartford High School

Buy local food, meet farmers and chefs, stop by 
UVLT’s table and say hello. More information at: 

www.vitalcommunities.org/agriculture/flavors

More events and up-to-date calendar information at 
www.UVLT.org. 

mong Big Trees
Gift Creates Ely Mountain Conservation Area

With a generous gift of land from landowners Jock and Deecie 
Denison and contributions from over 100 local families and businesses, 
UVLT has acquired 208 acres to establish the Ely Mountain Conservation 
Area. The deed transferring ownership to UVLT was recorded on December 
30th; just in time for a year-end celebratory snowshoe hike.

Ely Mountain lies at the northern edge of Thetford’s largest block of 
unbroken forest land, between the Connecticut River Valley and Lake 
Fairlee. The high elevation forest is marked with rock outcroppings, glacial 
boulders, seeps and streams. The forested hillside comprises the easterly 
view from Lake Fairlee.

The Thetford Conservation Commission has identified this area as one 
of the town’s most significant “crown jewels,” a designation denoting 
properties with outstanding ecological integrity, or significant water, 
soil or scenic resources. The Commission identified numerous species of 
ferns and wildflowers while visiting the property in June 2013. There are 
massive old sugar maples and the biggest ash tree in Orange County.

UVLT now owns and will manage the property. Our goal is to ensure 
that all Upper Valley residents have the opportunity to enjoy the benefits 
of conserved land and participate in its stewardship.  We’ve embarked 
upon a program of study and mapping that will include wildflower walks, 
birding trips, vernal pool identification and looking for amphibians, winter 
tracking, identification of non-native invasive plants and deer browse 
assessment. The knowledge gained will help us plan for stewardship and 
recreational improvements on the property.

Parking and access for the public is from Quinibeck Road. We’re applying 
for a grant to improve parking, but construction will not be feasible until 
after this winter season.  At this point, only street  parking is available. 

For more information about our newest Conservation Area, for updates 
about parking and trail conditions or to sign up for notices of activities at Ely 
Mountain, please visit our website. 

Vital Statistics:
• 208 acres conserved

• Gateway to Thetford’s largest unfragmented forest block

• Forested viewshed from Lake Fairlee

• Extends habitat protection offered by nearby Palmer 
Woodland

• Huge “legacy trees” including largest ash in Orange County

• Gift of land by Jock and Deecie Denison

• Supported by contributions by 100 families and businesses 
and Thetford Conservation Commission

In the northwest corner of Plainfield, 
within a half mile of the City of Lebanon, 
UVLT has conserved over 500 acres of 
forest and wetland habitat, including  a 
type of natural community described as 
“imperiled” in New Hampshire. 

A 101-acre parcel recently conserved 
by Sybil Williamson adds to efforts to 
conserve the Hanchetts Brook watershed 
and protects some of the highest ranked 
habitat in the biological region (NH Wildlife 
Action Plan, 2010). 

The Williamson parcel, known as 
“Hanchetts Brook Forest,” rises to the east 
from Old County Road up the slopes of 
Governor’s Hill to an elevation of 1020 
feet.  In the saddle of the ridge, a red oak-
ironwood – Pennsylvania sedge woodland 
provides a park-like environment with a 
somewhat stunted canopy dominated 
by mature ironwood (Ostrya virginiana), 
and including white ash (Fraxinus 
americana) and red oak (Quercus rubra). 
This woodland community can support 
rare plant species such as early crowfoot 

(Ranunculus fascicularis), blunt-lobed 
cliff fern (Woodsia obtusa), Douglas’s 
knotweed (Polygonum douglasii) and 
others.  According to Bill Nichols of the NH 
Natural Heritage Bureau, the Bureau has 
records of only 
12 exemplary 
examples in the 
state.  The nearest 
occurrences to 
Plainfield are 
Lyme, Weare, and 
Westmoreland.  

 The forest types 
on the balance of 
the property have 
been categorized 
as hemlock-
hardwood-
pine forest and 
Appalachian oak-
pine forest.  

During more 
than three decades of ownership, the 
Williamsons did not harvest timber on the 
property.  There are lovely legacy trees 

along the eastern boundary; also areas 
abundant with rocky outcrops, forest seeps 
and occasional vernal pools.

Hanchetts Brook flows through the 
property from the headwaters of Sky 

Ranch Pond and a meander wetland, 
associated with Hanchetts Brook, includes 
areas of emergent meadow and shrubs 

with dense patches of sensitive ferns along 
the seasonally flooded shoreline and 
wetland edges.    

Steve Wood, owner of the adjoining 447-
acre Plainfield Cider Orchard which was 

conserved in 2010, has purchased 
the Hanchetts Brook Forest parcel. 
To provide enhanced protection 
of habitat and water resources, 
Wood has added riparian buffer 
restrictions  on his previously 
conserved land, along Hanchetts 
Brook and encompassing Sky 
Ranch Pond.  In the future, the 
two properties will be managed as 
one, with care for the sensitive and 
uncommon features of both.

 Funding for the easement 
purchase was provided by a 
grant from the Aquatic Resource 
Mitigation (ARM) program of the 
NH Department of Environmental 
Services and the Plainfield 

Conservation Commission.  Learn more about 
NH’s Wildlife Action Plan: http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/
Wildlife/Wildlife_Plan/using_maps.htm  

Vital Statistics:
• 101.3 acres 

conserved

• 1750 feet frontage 
on Hanchetts Brook

• 1.4 acres of wetlands

• Highest ranked 
habitat in the 
biological region

• Adjacent to 447-
acre Plainfield Cider 
Orchard, conserved 
in 2010

• Conservation 
easement granted by 
Sybil Williamson

• Funding for purchase 
provided by  NH 
Departmernt of 
Environmental 
Services and 
Plainfield 
Conservation Fund

habiTaT conseRvaTion: PuTTinG The Pieces ToGeTheR in PlainField

Places
To Go:
www.uvlT.oRG

Sensitive ferns are abundant in the meander wetland. New Hampshire’s Wildlife 
Action Plan (2010) categorized Sky Ranch Pond, Hanchetts Brook and 350± feet 
surrounding these water resources as the highest ranked habitat in the biological 
region. The conservation of Hanchetts Brook Forest adds a critical piece to the block of 
conserved land in the area.

Maps, descriptions and directions 
to more than 40 conservation areas 
and trails can be found under the 
“Get Outside” tab at our website. This 
winter, explore conserved lands close 
to home and throughout the Upper 
Valley.  Photo left: Inside the Giant Ash 
at Ely Mountain; Right: Lyme Hill Kiosk, 
Winter Solstice Hike

At Bear Pond 2014
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The Richardson Farm is iconic; its neat meadows rolling beautifully across the hills, 
Jersey cows and tidy fences, traditional farm buildings tucked along a treelined dirt road. 
The farm, a designated Vermont Century Farm, has been in the Richardson family since 
1905, when James Richardson purchased the property. Though the Richardson roots go 
deep, these farmers are also looking ahead, planning for a future where their farm will 
continue to thrive under their family’s stewardship. 

Gordon Richardson and his sons, Scott and Reid, are now the primary managers of the 
Richardson Family Farm, a 130-head hillside dairy farm selling milk to Cabot Creamery 
Cooperative. Gordon’s sister Anita is retired from the day-to-day operations but helps out 
when needed. Scott’s wife Amy does the evening milking. Patricia handles the books and 
farm correspondence. Grandsons Ezra, Emory, and Elliott Richardson and Mason Thompson 
also pitch in on farm chores.

The Farm was recognized in 2009 by the University of Vermont and the Vermont Dairy 
Industry Association as the Vermont Dairy Farm of the Year, because of the Richardsons’ 
exemplary dairy farm management. Their milk quality scores put them in the top one 
percent of the dairy operations in Vermont. 

In addition to dairying, the Richardsons manage an extensive maple sugaring operation, 
producing more than 3000 gallons of syrup annually. A split rail fencing business was 
started by Gordon and his late brother James in 1963 as a way to add to the farm’s income. 
Today Reid is largely responsible for that business, using lumber harvested locally, and Reid 
and his wife Audrey contribute to the maple business.  

With three generations involved and relying on the farm, Gordon and Patricia Richardson 
recently purchased the half share of the property that had been owned by Gordon’s brother 
and his wife, James and Ann Richardson, in order to facilitate the eventual transfer of the 
property to the next generation. 
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courtesy of Cabot Creamery Cooperative; 
virtual tour and farm story at www.
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It had long been a goal of the 
Richardsons to conserve the family farm 
for the family’s future generations. In 
December, Gordon and Patricia sold a 
conservation easement protecting 194 
acres of farm and forest and the farmstead 
complex. 

Grants from the Vermont Housing and 
Conservation Board (VHCB) and matching 
funds from the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service provided funding 
for the purchase. The Richardsons sold 
the conservation easement for less than 
its appraised value in what is known as a 
“bargain sale.” 

Following the easement signing, VHCB 
Conservation Director Karen Freeman 
said, “Both the family and resource are 
tremendous assets to the community, 
state and industry.”  We hope they continue 
farming for generations to come!
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Presenting the award are LCHIP Board chair Doug Cole (center 
left) and LCHIP Director Digit Taylor (center right). The grant 
will support UVLT’s purchase of a conservation easement on 
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Led by members of the Pomfret Planning Board, area residents have 
rallied to raise the $30,000 needed to support the conservation of a 
key agricultural property on the North Pomfret Road. Cheesemaker 
John Putnam, owner of nearby Thistle Hill Farm, will purchase the 
22-acre Chase Field (pictured above) after it is conserved. The Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board and USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service have also provided funding for the conservation 
project. Once these partners complete their documentation processes, 
the transaction will be completed early in 2015. 

UVLT has received grants from the 1772 Foundation, the USDA 
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